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Social Studies 8: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and sys-
tematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues 
across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.  The course starts with the 
beginnings of human societies, goes through the ancient and medieval civilizations. 
 
1. The Beginnings of Human Civilizations. 

Archaeology provides historical and scientific explanations for how ancient people lived. 
Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and 
technological advancements.  The agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, spe-
cialization of labor, new forms of social organization, and the beginning of societies.  
 
2. Ancient Near East. 
 
The ancient civilizations of the Fertile Crescent and Egypt developed due to favorable geograph-
ic conditions. They created centralized systems of government and advanced societies, and made 
many other long-lasting contributions toward written language and religion.   
 
3. Ancient India and China.  
 
Between 600 B.C. and A.D. 500 strong unified empires emerged in India and China.  These civi-
lizations established patterns in government, religion and philosophy that influenced later cul-
tures. 
 
4. Ancient Greece. 
Over time, independent Greek city-states created a civilization that set a standard for excellence 
for later civilizations.  Greek ideas about the universe, the individual and the government still on 
in the world today. 

5. Ancient Rome. 
 
Rome expanded across the Mediterranean and grew into a vast empire.  It’s 1,000-year history 
had great impact, bringing westward with it key elements from the civilizations of the Fertile 
Crescent, Egypt and Greece. 
 
6. The Middle East and Africa 
 
As Rome fell, the Roman Empire survived in the form of the Byzantine Empire in the east.  Last-
ing well over a thousand years, it later influenced Eastern Europe and Russia.  At the same time 
Islamic culture developed in Arabia.  As Islam spread, empires were built and great contributions 
were made in arts, mathematics and science. 
 
7. Asian Civilizations 
 



 

 

After the collapse of China’s ancient empires, it remained divided for nearly 400 years.  In the 
500s, China reemerged as a united empire.  China had two golden ages with achievements in 
government and arts.  Japan and Korea also emerged during this period. 
 
8. Pre-Columbian America 
 
The earliest American civilizations began along Mexico’s Gulf Coast.  After those civilizations 
died out, the new more advanced societies, the Aztecs, the Maya and the Inca developed in Mes-
oamerica and South America.  Many diverse groups lived in North America. 
 
9. Europe in the Middle Ages. 
 
Europe in the Middle Ages grew out of the collapse of Rome.  Europe became a fragmented, 
largely isolated region characterized by barbarian invasion and resettlement.  Feudalism devel-
oped with manorial system in place with serfs who were bound to the land serving feudal lords.  
The Catholic Church was also powerful and controlled much of everyday life.  Over time, how-
ever, European monarchs built the framework of modern Europe. 
 
10. Active Citizenship. 
 
Active citizens in the 21st century: 

• Determine the credibility and value of information, while also considering context, point 
of view, and multiple perspectives. 

• Analyze sources of prejudice and discrimination and propose solutions to eliminate them. 
• Collaboratively evaluate possible solutions to problems and conflicts that arise in an in-

terconnected world. 
• Critically analyze information, make ethical judgments, and responsibly address contro-

versial issues. 
• Communicate through rational and persuasive written and oral arguments to present solu-

tions to controversial issues. 
• Make informed and reasoned decisions and accept responsibility for the consequences of 

their actions and/or inactions. 
• Take actions that result in a more just and equitable society. 

 
  



 

 

Social Studies 8 Course Outline: The following curriculum areas and instructional activities 
should be utilized during the course of study: 
 
1. The Beginnings of Human Society. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Explain how archaeological discoveries are 
used to develop and enhance understanding 
of life prior to written records. (6.2.8.D.1.c) 

 
2. Compare and contrast the social organization 

of early hunters/gatherers and those who 
lived in early agrarian societies. (6.2.8.A.1.a) 

 
3. Explain the various migratory patterns of 

hunters/gatherers who moved from Africa to 
Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, and de-
scribe the impact of migration on their lives 
and on the shaping of societies. (6.2.8.B.1.a) 

 
4. Compare and contrast how nomadic and 

agrarian societies used land and natural re-
sources. (6.2.8.B.1.b) 

 
5. Relate the agricultural revolution (including 

the impact of food surplus from farming) to 
population growth and the subsequent devel-
opment of civilizations. (6.2.8.C.1.a) 

 
6. Determine the impact of technological ad-

vancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian 
societies. (6.2.8.C.1.b) 

 
7. Demonstrate an understanding of pre-

agricultural and post-agricultural periods in 
terms of relative length of time. (6.2.8.D.1.a) 

 
8. Relate the development of language and 

forms of writing to the expression of ideas, 
creation of cultural identity, and development 
of more complex social structures. 
(6.2.8.D.1.b) 

1. Lessons on World History, Vol 
1, Lesson 1: The Rise of Civili-
zation. 

 
2. Document-Based Assessment, 

p. 77, My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
3. Using photographs of cave art 

speculate what life for humans 
may have been like for 30,000 
years ago. 

 
4. Using graphic organizer com-

pare life in the Paleolithic Period 
with life in the Neolithic Period.  
Explain the advances in tech-
nology that brought these 
changes. 

 
5. Create timeline of the develop-

ment of humans.  
 
6. Define advances that allowed 

humans to change from nomad-
ic hunter-gatherer societies to 
permanent settlements.  

 
7. Using idea of superheroes, 

show how each advancement 
made each progressive society 
superior to the one before it.  

 



 

 

 
1. The Beginnings of Human Society, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a 
process related to history/social studies (e.g., 
how an archeologist studies artifacts). 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.3) 

 
10. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to histo-
ry/social studies. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-
8.4) 

 
11. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 

the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.4) 

 

 
 
 
2. Early Civilizations. 

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses)  

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

2. Early Civilizations. 

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses)  

Suggested Activities: 

1. Explain why different ancient river valley civi-
lizations developed similar forms of govern-
ment. (6.2.8.A.2.a) 

 
2. Explain how codifying laws met the needs of 

ancient river valley societies. (6.2.8.A.2.b)   
 
3. Determine the role of slavery in the economic 

and social structures of ancient river valley 
civilizations. (6.2.8.A.2.c)   

 
4. Determine the extent to which geography in-

fluenced settlement, the development of 
trade networks, technological innovations, 
and the sustainability of ancient river valley 
civilizations. (6.2.8.B.2.a)  

 
5. Compare and contrast physical and political 

maps of ancient river valley civilizations and 
their modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia 
and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt), 
and determine the geopolitical impact of the-
se civilizations, then and now. (6.2.8.B.2.b) 

 
6. Explain how technological advancements led 

to greater economic specialization, improved 
weaponry, trade, and the development of a 
class system in ancient river valley civiliza-
tions. (6.2.8.C.2.a) 

 
7. Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, 

government, and culture in various ancient 
river valley civilizations. (6.2.8.D.2.a) 

 
8. Explain how the development of written lan-

guage transformed all aspects of life in an-
cient river valley civilizations. (6.2.8.D.2.b) 

1. Document-Based Assessment, 
p. 139, My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
2. Compare Cuneiform, Hiero-

glyphics and the modern alpha-
bet as writing systems. 

 
3. Read the story of Gilgamesh 

and discuss what story indi-
cates about the Ancient Near 
East. 

 
4. Read story of Hatshepsut and 

discuss what story indicates 
about Ancient Egypt. 

 
5. Map activity on Ancient Egypt.  

Discuss how geography, partic-
ularly the Nile River, effected 
Egyptian society. 

 
6. Create a pyramid that illustrates 

Egypt’s hierarchical society. 
 
7. Using website 

www.salariya.com/web_books/
mummy/index.html explain the 
mummification process and its 
importance to Egyptian concept 
of the afterlife.  

 
8. Compare the monotheistic reli-

gion of the Jewish people with 
the polytheistic religion of the 
Egyptians. 

 
9. Map the Jewish Diaspora and 

use it to illustrate the worldwide 
influence of the Jewish people. 



 

 

 
 
2. Early Civilizations, continued.  

Students will: 
(CPI # in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall 
of various ancient river valley civilizations and 
determine whether there was a common pat-
tern of growth and decline. (6.2.8.D.2.c) 

 
10. Justify which of the major achievements of 

the ancient river valley civilizations represent 
the most enduring legacies. (6.2.8.D.2.d) 

 
11. Cite specific textual evidence to support anal-

ysis of primary and secondary sources. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1) 

 
12. Determine the central ideas or information of 

a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.2) 

 
13. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to Mesopota-
mian, Egyptian or Hebrew civilizations. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4) 

 
14. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an au-

thor’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6) 

 
15. Analyze the relationship between a primary 

and secondary source on the same topic. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9) 

 

 
 
3. Ancient India and China 



 

 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Compare and contrast physical and political 
maps of ancient river valley civilizations and 
their modern counterparts (i.e., Indus River 
Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient 
China and Modern China), and determine the 
geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then 
and now. (6.2.8.B.2.b) 

 
2. Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., au-

tocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic 
structures; communication and transportation 
systems) used by the rulers of China, and In-
dia to control and unify their expanding em-
pires. (6.2.8.A.3.a) 

 
3. Compare and contrast the rights and respon-

sibilities of free men, women, slaves, and for-
eigners in the political, economic, and social 
structures of classical civilizations. 
(6.2.8.A.3.b)   

 
4. Determine how geography and the availability 

of natural resources influenced the develop-
ment of the political, economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the classical civilizations 
and provided motivation for expansion. 
(6.2.8.B.3.a)  

 
5. Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea 

trade routes through the Mediterranean Basin, 
India, and China. (6.2.8.C.3.a) 

 
6. Explain how the development of a uniform 

system of exchange facilitated trade in classi-
cal civilizations. (6.2.8.C.3.b) 

 
7. Compare and contrast social hierarchies in 

classical civilizations as they relate to power, 
wealth, and equality. (6.2.8.D.3.a) 

1. Map activity on Ancient India 
and Ancient China.  Use maps 
to show why these societies de-
veloped where they did.  

 
2. Using artifacts of the Harrapan 

society, determine what their 
society was like. 

 
3. Have students create their own 

seal, similar to those found in 
the Indus Valley, that tells about 
their own life. 

 
4. Using concept of Yin and Yang, 

have students create a product 
in which two opposites go to-
gether to create something 
good. 

 
5. Using the question, “What is 

happiness and how does one 
achieve it?,”  teach the funda-
mental ideas of Buddhism.  

 
6. Create a chart of basic Hindu 

beliefs. 
 
7. Compare and contrast Hinduism 

and Buddhism. 
 
8. Document-Based Assessment, 

p. 229 in My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
9. Using the question, “What 

makes people follow a govern-
ment?,” discuss the ideas of 
Confucianism and Legalism. 

 
 



 

 

 
3. Ancient India and China, continued.  

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses) 

 

8. Relate the Chinese dynastic system to the 
longevity of authoritarian rule in China. 
(6.2.8.D.3.b) 

 
9. Determine common factors that contributed to 

the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, 
Gupta India, and Han China. (6.2.8.D.3.c) 

 
10. Compare the golden ages of Greece, Rome, 

India, and China, and justify major achieve-
ments that represent world legacies. 
(6.2.8.D.3.d) 

 
11. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to ancient In-
dian or Chinese civilizations. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.4) 

 
12. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, 

graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.7) 

 

 
 
 
4. Ancient Greece 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

4. Ancient Greece 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Compare and contrast the rights and respon-
sibilities of free men, women, slaves, and for-
eigners in the political, economic, and social 
structures of classical civilizations. 
(6.2.8.A.3.b) 

 
2. Determine the foundational concepts and 

principles of Athenian democracy and the 
Roman Republic that later influenced the de-
velopment of the United States Constitution. 
(6.2.8.A.3.c) 

 
3. Compare and contrast the roles and respon-

sibilities of citizens in Athens and Sparta to 
those of United States citizens today, and 
evaluate how citizens perceived the principles 
of liberty and equality then and now. 
(6.2.8.A.3.d) 

 
4. Compare and contrast the American legal 

system and the legal systems of classical civi-
lizations, and determine the extent to which 
the early systems influenced the current legal 
system. (6.2.8.A.3.e)  

 
5. Determine how geography and the availability 

of natural resources influenced the develop-
ment of the political, economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the classical civilizations 
and provided motivation for expansion. 
(6.2.8.B.3.a) 

 
6. Explain how geography and the availability of 

natural resources led to both the development 
of Greek city-states and to their demise. 
(6.2.8.B.3.b) 

 
7. Explain how the development of a uniform 

system of exchange facilitated trade in classi-
cal civilizations. (6.2.8.C.3.b) 

1. Lessons on World History, Vol. 
2: Lesson 16 - The Greek War 
Game. 

 
2. Lessons on World History, Vol. 

2: Lesson 17 - Socrates, Plato 
and Aristotle. 

 
3. Read excerpts from The Odys-

sey. Using a graphic organizer 
explain what each says about 
Ancient Greek society. 

 
4. Examine works of art from An-

cient Greece and determine 
what is being illustrated from 
The Odyssey or from mytholo-
gy. 

 
5. Create a timeline that shows the 

development of democracy in 
Ancient Greece. 

 
6. Compare and contrast Athenian  

and Spartan societies.  In 
groups ave students choose 
one city-state to represent.  
Each group will create a banner 
that illustrates important charac-
teristics of their city-state. 

 
7. After discussing Alexander the 

Great, students will write a per-
suasive essay on whether Alex-
ander was a hero or villain. 

 
8. Conduct an Olympics competi-

tion to review. 



 

 

 
 
4. Ancient Greece 

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses) 

 

8. Compare and contrast social hierarchies in 
classical civilizations as they relate to power, 
wealth, and equality. (6.2.8.D.3.a) 

 
9.  Compare the golden ages of Greece, Rome, 

India, and China, and justify major achieve-
ments that represent world legacies. 
(6.2.8.D.3.d) 

 
10. Determine the extent to which religions, my-

thologies, and other belief systems shaped 
the values of classical societies. (6.2.8.D.3.f) 

 
11. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to ancient 
Greek civilization. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-
8.4) 

 
12. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an au-

thor’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6) 

 
13. Analyze the relationship between a primary 

and secondary source on the same topic. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9) 

9. Create a poster that illustrates 
Greek contributions to medicine, 
theatre, literature and art. 

 
10. Graphic organizer that shows 

the difference between three 
forms of government: Tyranny, 
Oligarchy and Democracy. 

 
11. Interview of a Greek warrior. 

 
 
 
5. The Romans 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

5. The Romans 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., au-
tocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic 
structures; communication and transportation 
systems) used by the rulers of Rome, China, 
and India to control and unify their expanding 
empires. (6.2.8.A.4.a) 

 
2. Compare and contrast the rights and respon-

sibilities of free men, women, slaves, and 
foreigners in the political, economic, and so-
cial structures of classical civilizations. 
(6.2.8.A.3.b) 

 
3. Determine the foundational concepts and 

principles of Athenian democracy and the 
Roman Republic that later influenced the de-
velopment of the United States Constitution. 
(6.2.8.A.3.c) 

 
4. Compare and contrast the American legal 

system and the legal systems of classical civ-
ilizations, and determine the extent to which 
the early systems influenced the current legal 
system. (6.2.8.A.3.e) 

 
5. Determine how geography and the availabil-

ity of natural resources influenced the devel-
opment of the political, economic, and cultur-
al systems of each of the classical civiliza-
tions and provided motivation for expansion. 
(6.2.8.B.3.a) 

 
6. Explain how the development of a uniform 

system of exchange facilitated trade in clas-
sical civilizations. (6.2.8.C.3.b) 

 
7. Explain how classical civilizations used tech-

nology and innovation to enhance agricultur-
al/manufacturing output and commerce, to 
expand military capabilities, to improve life in 
urban areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. (6.2.8.C.3.c) 

1. Lesson on World History, Vol 2.  
Lesson 22 - The Roman Repub-
lic. 

 
2. Lessons on World History, Vol. 

2: Lesson 23 - Hannibal of Car-
thage. 

 
3. Document-Based Assessment, 

p. 385, My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
4. Students to create an illustrated 

travel guide to Ancient Rome. 
 
5. On a graphic organizer, com-

pare the rights of various groups 
within the Romans Empire. (Cit-
izens, foreigners, slaves, wom-
en.) 

 
6. Using a map of the Mediterra-

nean, show the development of 
the Punic Wars.  

 
7. Using the website 

www.salariya.com/web_books/g
ladiator/index.html, discuss 
what is was like to be a gladia-
tor in ancient Rome. 

 
8. Map the Roman Empire at its 

height. 
 
9. Compare the violence of Roman 

entertainment (gladiators, for 
example) with our modern en-
tertainment.  What does this say 
about our society or society in 
general? 



 

 

 
 
5. The Romans 

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses) 

 

8. Compare and contrast social hierarchies in 
classical civilizations as they relate to power, 
wealth, and equality. (6.2.8.D.3.a) 

 
9. Determine common factors that contributed to 

the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, 
Gupta India, and Han China. (6.2.8.D.3.c)  

 
10. Compare the golden ages of Greece, Rome, 

India, and China, and justify major achieve-
ments that represent world legacies. 
(6.2.8.D.3.d) 

 
11. Determine the extent to which religions, my-

thologies, and other belief systems shaped 
the values of classical societies. (6.2.8.D.3.f) 

 
12. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to Roman 
civilization. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4) 

 
13. Analyze the relationship between a primary 

and secondary source on the same topic. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.9) 

 
14. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and rea-

soned judgment in a text.(CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.8) 

10. Create a timeline that illustrates 
the beginnings and rapid spread 
of Christianity. 

 
11. Create a chart that illustrates 

the reasons behind the fall of 
the Roman Empire. 

 
12. Linking Across time:  Roman 

military vs. American military. 
 
13. Roman legion recruitment post-

er with a slogan, enticing image, 
three duties of a soldier and 
three reasons to join. 

 
 
 
 
6. The Middle East and Africa. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

6. The Middle East and Africa. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Compare and contrast the tenets of various 
world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, 
Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and 
their responses to the current challenges of 
globalization. (6.2.8.D.3.e) 

 
2. Analyze the role of religion and other means 

rulers used to unify and centrally govern ex-
panding territories with diverse populations. 
(6.2.8.A.4.a) 

 
3. Explain how geography influenced the devel-

opment of the political, economic, and cultur-
al centers of the Byzantine and Islamic em-
pires and well as the empires’ relationships 
with other parts of the world. (6.2.8.B.4.a) 

 
4. Assess how maritime and overland trade 

routes (i.e., the African caravan) impacted 
urbanization, transportation, communication, 
and the development of international trade 
centers. (6.2.8.B.4.b) 

 
5. Determine how Africa’s physical geography 

and natural resources posed challenges and 
opportunities for trade and development. 
(6.2.B.4.c) 

 
6. Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical 

features and location made it the epicenter of 
Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread 
of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 
(6.2.8.B.4.d) 

1. Lessons on World History, Vol. 
3: Lesson 35 - The Byzantine 
Empire. 

 
2. Lessons on World History, Vol. 

4: Lesson 46 - The African 
Kingdoms and Trading States. 

 
3. Create a chart or poster that 

compares the tenets of the 
world’s major religions. (Juda-
ism, Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Christianity and Islam.) 

 
4. Document-Based Assessment, 

p. 445, My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
5. As a group have student’s cre-

ate a children’s book that shows 
illustrates topics from this unit: 
The Five pillars of Islam, The 
spread of Islam, Islamic contri-
butions, etc. 

 
6. Have students design a memo-

rial honoring a deceased loved 
one, then reveal that the Taj 
Mahal was tomb honoring a 
Muslim emperor’s wife. 

 
7. Map the spread of Islam and 

the growth of three Islamic em-
pires. 

 
 
 
6. The Middle East and Africa, continued. 



 

 

Students will:  
(CPI # in parentheses) 

 

7. Explain why the strategic location and eco-
nomic importance of Constantinople and the 
Mediterranean Sea were a source of conflict 
between civilizations. (6.2.8.B.4.g) 

 
8. Analyze the relationship between trade 

routes and the development of powerful city-
states and kingdoms in Africa. (6.2.8.C.4.d) 

 
9. Determine the extent to which interaction be-

tween the Islamic world and medieval Europe 
increased trade, enhanced technology inno-
vation, and impacted scientific thought and 
the arts. (6.2.8.C.4.e) 

 
10. Analyze how religion both unified and divided 

people. (6.2.8.D.4.b)  
 
11. Determine the extent to which the Byzantine 

Empire influenced the Islamic world and 
western Europe. (6.2.8.D.4.h)  

 
12. Explain how and why Islam spread in Africa, 

the significance of Timbuktu to the develop-
ment and spread of learning, and the impact 
Islam continues to have on African society. 
(6.2.8.D.4.i) 

 
13. Compare the major technological innovations 

and cultural contributions of the civilizations 
of this period and justify which represent en-
during legacies. (6.2.8.D.4.j) 

 
14. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to Byzantine, 
Islamic or African civilizations. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.4) 

8. Read and discuss the story of 
Mansa Musa and explain what 
his story teaches about the 
kingdoms of Ancient Africa. 

 
9. Role-play trans-Saharan trade 

of gold and salt, using a silent-
barter system to explain how 
Ghana developed into a power-
ful empire. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

7. Asian Civilizations 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

7. Asian Civilizations 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Compare and contrast the Japanese and Eu-
ropean systems of feudalism and the effec-
tiveness of each in promoting social, econom-
ic, and political order. (6.2.8.A.4.b)  

 
2. Explain how geography influenced the de-

velopment of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of the Mongol empire and 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. (6.2.8.B.4.a) 

 
3. Assess how maritime and overland trade 

routes (i.e., the Silk Road) impacted urbaniza-
tion, transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade centers. 
(6.2.8.B.4.b) 

 
4. Explain how the geographies of China and 

Japan influenced their development and their 
relationship with one another. (6.2.8.B.4.f) 

 
5. Analyze how trade, technology, the availability 

of natural resources, and contact with other 
civilizations affected the development of em-
pires in Eurasia and the Americas. 
(6.2.8.C.4.b) 

 
6. Analyze the immediate and long-term impact 

on China and Europe of the open exchange 
between Europe and the Yuan (Mongol) Dyn-
asty. (6.2.8.D.4.g) 

 
7. Compare the major technological innovations 

and cultural contributions of the civilizations 
of this period and justify which represent en-
during legacies. (6.2.8.D.4.j) 

 
7. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to Asian civili-
zations. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.4) 

1. Place students in groups and 
have them produce a short skit 
that illustrates the importance of  
Samurai training and the impact 
of samurai on Japanese society. 

 
2. Map the spread of the Mongol 

Empire to its furthest extent. 
 
3. Document-Based Assessment, 

p. 543, My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
4. Create poster that illustrates the 

structure of feudal Japanese 
society. 

 
5. Webquest on the Silk Road at 

http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activi
ty/silkroad/. 

 
6. Create an anime or manga that 

illustrates the life during feudal 
Japan. 

 
7. Create a chart or poster that il-

lustrates how trade caravans 
along the Silk Road changed life 
in China and elsewhere. 

 
8. Create a graphic organizer that 

shows the influences of China, 
India and Korea on Japan. 



 

 

 
8.Civilizations of the Americas 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

8.Civilizations of the Americas 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Explain how geography influenced the devel-
opment of the political, economic, and cultur-
al centers of the Mayan, Aztec and Incan 
empires and well as the empires’ relation-
ships with other parts of the world. 
(6.2.8.B.4.a) 

 
2. Analyze the motivations for civilizations to 

modify the environment, determine the posi-
tive and negative consequences of environ-
mental changes made during this time peri-
od, and relate these changes to current envi-
ronmental challenges. (6.2.8.B.4.e) 

 
3. Explain how the locations, land forms, and 

climates of Mexico, Central America, and 
South America affected the development of 
Mayan, Aztec, and Incan societies, cultures, 
and economies. (6.2.8.B.4.h)  

 
4. Analyze how trade, technology, the availabil-

ity of natural resources, and contact with oth-
er civilizations affected the development of 
empires in Eurasia and the Americas. 
(6.2.8.C.4.b) 

 
5. Explain how contact between nomadic peo-

ples and sedentary populations had both 
positive and negative political, economic, and 
cultural consequences. (6.2.8.D.4.a) 

 
6. Compare the major technological innovations 

and cultural contributions of the civilizations 
of this period and justify which represent en-
during legacies. (6.2.8.D.4.j) 

 
7. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to Native 
American civilizations. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RH.6-8.4) 

1. Lessons on World History, Vol. 
4: Lesson 48 - The First Ameri-
cans. 

 
2. Read excerpt from Broken 

Spears,  showing the Spanish 
conquest from the Aztec rather 
than the Spanish point-of-view.   

 
3. Using only food items from Pre-

Columbian America, create a 
menu for a Native American 
restaurant. 

 
4. Document-Based Assessment, 

p. 617, My World History, pub-
lished by Pearson. 

 
5. Complete map of Mesoamerica 

before Columbus. 
 
6. Create a chart of Mayan scien-

tific contributions. 
 



 

 

 
 
9. Europe in the Middle Ages. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

9. Europe in the Middle Ages. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Analyze the role of religion and other means 
rulers used to unify and centrally govern ex-
panding territories with diverse populations. 
(6.2.8.A.4.a) 

 
2. Compare and contrast the Japanese and Eu-

ropean systems of feudalism and the effec-
tiveness of each in promoting social, eco-
nomic, and political order. (6.2.8.A.4.b) 

 
3. Determine the influence of medieval English 

legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the 
Magna Carta, parliament, and the develop-
ment of habeas corpus and an independent 
judiciary) on modern democratic thought and 
institutions. (6.2.8.A.4.c) 

 
4. Explain the interrelationships among im-

proved agricultural production, population 
growth, urbanization, and commercialization. 
(6.2.8.C.4.a)  

 
5. Analyze how trade, technology, the availabil-

ity of natural resources, and contact with oth-
er civilizations affected the development of 
empires in Eurasia and the Americas. 
(6.2.8.C.4.b) 

 
6. Explain how the development of new busi-

ness practices and banking systems impact-
ed global trade and the development of a 
merchant class. (6.2.8.C.4.c) 

 
7. Explain how contact between nomadic peo-

ples and sedentary populations had both 
positive and negative political, economic, and 
cultural consequences. (6.2.8.D.4.a) 

 
8. Analyze how religion both unified and divided 

people. (6.2.8.D.4.b)  

1. Lessons on World History, Vol. 
3: Lesson 32 - The Feudalism 
Game. 

 
2. Lessons on World History, Vol. 

3: Lesson 34 - The Medieval 
Church. 

 
3. Lessons on World History, Vol. 

3: Lesson 37 - The Crusades 
Game. 

 
4. Examine medieval art and draw 

conclusions about life in Medie-
val Europe. 

 
5. After discussing Knights, chival-

ry and heraldry, have students 
create their own coat of arms. 

 
6. After discussing the Crusades, 

use them as a writing prompt, 
having students write journal 
entries as though they were on 
one of these Crusades. 

 
7. Create a chart that explains the 

hierarchy that had developed 
within the Catholic Church. 

 
8. Describe the importance of the 

Magna Carta, and have stu-
dents performs skits that illus-
trate what the world would be 
like without limits on power. 

 
9. Create a timeline of the Cru-

sades.  



 

 

 
9. Europe in the Middle Ages, continued. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

9. Analyze the role of religion and economics in 
shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical struc-
tures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 6.2.8.D.4.c) 

 
10. Analyze the causes and outcomes of the 

Crusades from different perspectives, includ-
ing the perspectives of European political and 
religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Mus-
lims, and traders. 6.2.8.D.4.d) 

 
11. Assess the demographic, economic, and reli-

gious impact of the plague on Europe. 
(6.2.8.D.4.e) 

 
12. Determine which events led to the rise and 

eventual decline of European feudalism. 
(6.2.8.D.4.f) 

 
13. Compare the major technological innovations 

and cultural contributions of the civilizations 
of this period and justify which represent en-
during legacies. (6.2.8.D.4.j) 

 
14. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabu-
lary specific to domains related to Europe in 
the Middle Ages. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-
8.4) 

 
15. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend 

history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band independently and profi-
ciently. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.10) 

 
16. Write informative/explanatory texts, including 

the narration of historical events. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-8.2) 

10. Read and discuss the story of 
Joan of Arcand explain what 
this story teaches about life in 
Medieval Europe. 

 
11. Role-play a scenario where the 

Black Death has come into 
town. 

 
12. Have students do an art project 

where they express who the cit-
izens of Europe must have felt 
as the plague ravaged Europe. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
10. Active Citizenship. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 



 

 

10. Active Citizenship. 

Students will: 
(CPI# in parentheses)   

Suggested Activities: 

1. Deliberate on a public issue affecting an up-
coming election, consider opposing argu-
ments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 
(6.2.8.A.1) 

 
2. Participate in a real or simulated hearing to 

develop a legislative proposal that addresses 
a public issue, and share it with an appropri-
ate legislative body (e.g., school board, mu-
nicipal or county government, state legisla-
ture). (6.2.8.A.2) 

 
3. Collaborate with international students to de-

liberate address issues of gender equality, 
child mortality, or education. (6.2.8.A.3) 

 
4. Evaluate alternative land use proposals and 

make recommendations to the appropriate 
governmental agency regarding the best 
course of action. (6.2.8.B.1)  

 
5. Contact local officials and community mem-

bers to obtain information about the local 
school district or municipal budget and as-
sess budget priorities. (6.2.8.C.1) 

 
6. Engage in simulated democratic processes 

(e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceed-
ings, elections) to understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed in a democratic 
society. (6.2.8.D.1) 

 
7. Draw evidence from informational texts to 

support analysis reflection, and research. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.9) 

 
8. Write routinely over extended time frames 

(time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, pur-
poses, and audiences. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.WHST.6-8.10) 

1. Have students examine the is-
sues and determine which is-
sues are important to them, 
then create a poster for a new 
political party concerned only 
about this issues. 

 
2. Along with suggested activity 

#1, students will find the right 
candidate for their new political 
party and write a press release 
announcing his candidacy. 

 
3. Examine photographs from How 

the World Eats, comparing dif-
ferent nations and as a group 
try to find a solution for world-
wide hunger problems. 



 

 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
 

 
Strategies to Accommodate Gifted and Talented Students 

 
• Pair Gifted & Talented students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints 
• Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform crea-

tive problem-solving. 
• Invoke multiple intelligences and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in higher-ordered thinking 

skills in all areas of curriculum. 
• Vary instructional groupings. 
• Invoke real life problems that students can identify with. 
• Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 
• Provide ample examples. 
• Invoke technological resources. 
• Invoke multi-media resources. 
 

Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 
 

• Provide additional instructions. 
• Extend time for assignment completion. 
• Shorten assignments 
• Provide repeated reviews and drills using varied teaching strategies. 
• Read directions, text to students as needed. 
• Note taking assistance 
• Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 
• Provide outlines 
• Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 
• Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 
• Have the students do hands-on activities. 
• Vary instructional grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 
• Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 
• Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. 
• Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. 
• Role-play and act out. 
• Be aware of differences in algorithms (Mathematics). 
 
Suggested activities to differentiate instruction: 

 
• Incorporate flashcards, note outlines, review guides 
• Use different tactile materials for activities 



 

 

• Use picture/power point presentations to engage learners 
• Model appropriate behavior 
• Demonstrate what is expected 
• Break problems into smaller parts and outline possible solutions 
• Tell the students what is expected before the task is given 
• Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 
• Give multiple completion options for assignments. 
• Give students a choice of projects  
• Use partners and small groups 
 

 
MATERIALS/ENVIRONMENT 

 
• Use assignments, notebooks and prompts. 
• Help student keep a journal for reflections, review, questions 
• Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. 
• Use hands-on materials for concrete development. 
 

ASSESSMENTS 
 
• Modified tests 
• Modified test/alternative assessments Ex. True/False, fill in the blanks, matching, short essay. 
• Allow modifications of time, scheduling or administration of testing. 
• Read directions, test to students as needed. 
• Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 
 

This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special needs.  
Please refer to individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and modifications. 

Environment: 
□ Preferential Seating                □ Clear Work Area                    □ Other (specify) 

Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text                         □ Consumable Workbooks        □ Modified Worksheets            
□ Tape Recorder                        □ Supplementary Visuals          □ Large Print Text            
□ Spell Check                            □ Access to computer                □ Assistive Device: (specify) 
□ Other: (specify) ________________________________ 

Instructional Strategies: 
□ Check Work in Progress          □ Immediate Feedback                       □ Pre-teach Content                
□ Review Sessions                      □ Have Student Restate Info              □ Review Directions              
□ Modified Content                    □ Provide Lecture Notes/Outline        □ Assign Study Partner          
□ Monitor Assignments               □ Provide Models                              □ Computer Assisted Instruction               
□ Multi-Sensory Approach        □ Highlight Key Words                       □ Oral Reminders                        
□ Display Key Vocab                 □ Visual Reinforcement                      □ Pictures/Charts                                  
□ Mimed Clues/Gestures            □ Concrete Examples                         □ Use Mnemonics       
□ Personalized Examples            □ Use Vocab Word Bank 
□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals           
□ Other: (specify) ______________________ 

Organization: 
□ Provide Study Outlines         □ Desktop List of Tasks               □ List Sequential Steps           
□ Post Routines                        □ Post Assignments                     □ Give One Paper at a Time         
□ Folders to Hold Work           □ Pencil Box for Tools                  □ Pocket Folder for Work        
□ Assignment Pad                    □ Daily Assignment List             □ Daily Homework List 
□ Worksheet Format               □ Extra Space for Work                □ Assign Partner 
□ Assistive Device:_______________________________         
□ Other: (specify) _______________________________ 
__________________________ 

Grading: 
□ No Spelling Penalty             □ No Handwriting Penalty         □ Grade Effort + Work                
□ Grade Improvement             □ Course Credit                          □ Base Grade on IEP                
□ Base Grade on Ability          □ Modify Grades                       □Pass/Fail                                 
□ Audit Course                         □ Other: (specify)___________________________ 

Behavior Management/Support: 
□ Daily Feedback to Student          □ Chart Progress                      □ Behavior Contract            
□ Positive Reinforcement               □ Collect Baseline Data           □  Parent/Guardian Sign Homework   
□ Set/Post Class Rules                   □ Parent sign Behavior Chart   □ Cue Expected Behavior                   
□ Structure Transitions                   □ Break Between Tasks            □ Proximity/Touch Control 
□ Contingency Plan                        □ Time Out from Positive Reinforcement 
□ Other: (specify) ______________________________ 



 

 

__________________________________ 

 
Social Studies 8 

 
PROFICIENCY LEVELS 
 
This curriculum is appropriate for all students in Grades 9 through 12.  It is primarily a 9th grade 
course. 
 
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 
Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of assess-
ment that include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

· Formal 
 

1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 
2. Worksheets from publishers 
3. Assessment checklists 
4. Work samples 
5. District Created Assessment 

 
· Informal 

 
1. Small group and class discussions 
2. Class participation 
3. Cooperative group work 
4. Projects 
5. Teacher observation 
6. Reading, writing, listening and speaking activities/tasks 
7. Journal 

 
· Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 

 
This is a living document.  Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for improv-
ing and changing the curriculum to the Director of Curriculum on an ongoing basis. 

 
RESOURCES 
 

A. Guest Speakers 



 

 

Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 
obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 
 

B. Technology 
Students shall use computers for independent review, research, and enrichment.    
Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons.   
 

C. Supplies and Materials 
· Technology- computer, internet, digital projector 
· Video equipment 
· Trade books for classroom library/instruction 
· Notebooks 
· Craft supplies-Markers, colored pencils, crayons, variety of paper, scissors 
· Journals 

 
D. Textbook 
•  My World History: The Early Ages, by Frank Karpiel and Kathleen Krull.  Pub-

lished by Pearson. 
 
E. Supplemental Material 
•  Lessons on World History, volumes 1-12 by Robert Shedlock. 

 
 
METHODOLOGIES 
 
A wide variety of methodologies will be used.  The following are suggestions, not limitations, as 
to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 
 

· Print rich environment 
· Whole class instruction 
· Small group instruction 
· Guided reading in the content area 
· Cooperative learning groups 
· Individual assignments 
· Technology-aided instruction 
· Socratic seminar 
· Simulations 

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year.  The fol-
lowing are suggestions, not limitations: 
 

· Projects 



 

 

· Guest Speakers 
· Field Trips 
· Supplemental reading 
· Film Viewing and Reflection 
· Project based learning activities 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 
development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other organizations. 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 
 
The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections.  These con-
tent areas can be connected with Visual and Performing Arts, comprehensive Health and Physi-
cal Education, Mathematics, Social Studies and Technology and Career Education. 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

The following is a brief outline of course content to be covered.  Each unit will include textbook 
reading, PowerPoint Notes, lab activities, related video, teacher demonstration, and other appro-
priate activities.   
 

September 
1. The work of archaeologists and anthropologists 
2. Hunter-gatherer societies 
3. Populating the Earth 
4. The Neolithic Agricultural Revolution  

 
October 
1. The Fertile Crescent 
2. Early Empires 
3. Assyrians, Persians and Phoenicians. 
4. Ancient Egypt 

 
November 
1. The Hebrews 
2. The Origins of Judaism 
3. Ancient India 
4. The Origins of Hinduism 
5. The Origins of Buddhism 
6. Ancient China 

 
December 
1. The Rise of Greek City-States 
2. Democracy in Athens 
3. Alexander the Great  



 

 

4. Greek contributions 
 

January 
1. The Rise of the Roman Republic 
2. The Roman Empire 
3. Roman contributions 
4. The Origins of Christianity 
5. The Decline of the Roman Empire 

 
      February 

1. The Byzantine Empire 
2. Origins of Islam 
3. Islamic Empires 
4. Islamic achievements  
5. African Civilizations  

 
      March 

1. China in the Middle Ages 
2. The Mongol Empire 
3. Japan in the Middle Ages 

 
      April 

1. The Maya 
2. The Aztec 
3. The Incas 
4. North American Cultures 
5. Early Middle Ages in Europe 

 
     May 

1. Feudalism in Europe 
2. Popes and Rulers in the Middle Ages 
3. The Crusades 
4. Christians and Muslims in Spain 

 
      June 

1. The Changing Medieval World  
2. Revival of Towns and Trade 
3. Active Citizenship 
4. Review for Final 

 


